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Banja Luka Pledge Signed
The Third Health Ministers’ Forum, held in Banja Luka, Bosnia and Herzegovina on 13–14 October 2011, ended in the 
signing of the Banja Luka Pledge. Unique in the WHO European Region, the Pledge sets a five-year course towards including 
health in all policies and working across sectors to address the social and economic determinants of health and reduce 
noncommuniable diseases. 

As countries’ representatives signed, 
they emphasized their commitment. One 
called the Pledge a “historic step forward 
in the recognition of continuous and 
concerted effort to enhance regional 
cooperation in public health. It reaffirms 
the important achievements of the South-
eastern Europe Health Network and 
sends a clear message that the countries 
in the region will strengthen links 
between health and other policies.”

Another said that, “Health is more and 
more seen as an indicator of well-being 
and sustained economic development, 
and this is another strong reason to 
support the Pledge. The establishment of 
the regional health development centres 

is a good result and must be sustained.”
  
 Representing the Presidency of the South-eastern European Health Network, Ranko Skrbic, Minister of Health and Social 
Welfare of Republika Srpska, concluded, “Equity and health in all policies are our ultimate objectives.”

The 10 countries in the Network – Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Israel, Montenegro, the Republic of 
Moldova, Romania, Serbia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia – agreed
•to sustain and strengthen regional cooperation in public health in south-
eastern Europe;
•to work towards equity and accountability in health; and
•to strengthen public health capacities and services for control and 
prevention of noncommunicable diseases.
 
In particular, they pledged to work towards the goal of including health 
in all policies: for health and health equity to be considered in all policy 
and investment decisions at the local and national levels.

The Forum celebrated a decade of remarkable regional cooperation in 
public health in south-eastern Europe, which has resulted not only in 
productive and shared expertise but also 9 centres for regional health 
development, 10 pilot community mental health centres and a region-
wide network of 60 institutions working on public health issues.

The Banja Luka Pledge calls on national governments in the WHO European Region and partner organizations to support the 
Network in achieving its extended goals. It concludes: “We are convinced that our combined efforts at national, regional 
(south-eastern European) and European levels will bring about changes that will substantially improve the health and well-
being of all our citizens.”

The first and second health ministers’ forums, in 2001 and 2005, resulted in the Dubrovnik and Skopje pledges.
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The Forum participants discussed the burden of noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) on south-eastern Europe and considered the 
implications of 2011developments in this area, including the adoption of the Moscow Declaration, the Action Plan for the Implementation 
of the European Strategy for the Prevention and Control of Noncommunicable Diseases and the political declaration of the United Nations 
high-level meeting.

NCDs – such as heart disease, stroke, cancer, diabetes and chronic lung diseases – are the leading causes of sickness and death in south-
eastern Europe. Experience in the region varies; some countries have an excellent record in the control of cardiovascular diseases and 
cervical cancer, for example, while others are still developing an organized response. The Forum reviewed evidence that public health 
responses can have a rapid impact; for example, certain tobacco-related diseases can be reduced within 1–2 years after measures are taken 
that increase the prices of tobacco products and ban smoking from public places. There is much scope for regional cooperation in these 
fields and a new regional development centre is being set up in Montenegro to facilitate it.

The Forum also recognized that effective cooperation between the health and other sectors is crucial to reducing the NCD burden. 
Presenting a study of the Network’s experience in this field, Andrei Usatii, Minister of Health of the Republic of Moldova, said: “Public 
health must intervene in all social, environmental and other activities of populations. It cannot be limited only to the actions of health 
practitioners. Therefore societal and environmental, as well as medical, solutions should be employed to reduce public health problems. 
Intersectoral collaboration and action for health are crucial in the effective prevention and control of NCDs.”

Intersectoral collaboration needed on noncommunicable diseases
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A decade of regional cooperation on public health in South-
eastern Europe. A story of successful partnership

It has long been recognized that public 
health initiatives contribute to the 
reconciliation and stabilization of conflict 
affected areas. Public health is 
increasingly regarded as a reliable 
predictor of economic growth. This report 
follows the South-eastern Europe Health 
Network (SEEHN), which for 10 years 
has provided a regional forum for 
cooperation among health ministries, 
international organizations (including the 
WHO Regional Office for Europe and the 
Council of Europe), nongovernmental 
organizations and health professionals. 
SEEHN operated first under the Stability 
Pact for South Eastern Europe and then, 
since 2008, the Regional Cooperation 
Council. Its contributions to health, 
reconciliation, stabilization, and social and 
economic development are examined in 
the context of three forums of health 
ministers from south-eastern Europe, 
forums that have been held in 2001, 2005 
and 2011. The report publication coincides 
with the third forum, being held in Banja 
Luka in October 2011 to discuss the 
application of the “health in all policies” 
approach in the region.
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SEEHN Awards Members, Partners and Individuals for their 
Exceptional Contribution During Past 10 Years

In a special ceremony, during the official dinner hosted by the SEEHN 
Presidency, held by Bosnia and Herzegovina, represented by Mr Sredoje Novic, 
Minister of Civil Affairs of BIH; Professor Rusmir Mesihovic, Federal Minister 
of Health; and, Professor Ranko Skrbic, Minister of Health and Social Welfare of 
the Republika Srpska, the SEEHN awarded its 10 member countries as well as 
several of its partner countries and organizations. Special awards were extended 
to individuals for their exeptional contribution to the SEEHN activities during 
past 10 years.

Ms Zsuzsanna Jakab
Ms Snezana Cicevalieva
Dr Maria Ruseva
Dr Piotr Mierzewski
Dr Goran Cerkez
Dr Elizabet Paunovic
Dr Athanassios Constantopoulos
Dr Alexandre Berlin
Dr Milan Latinovic
Dr Dora Mirtcheva
Ms Vesna Puratic
Ms Melita Murko
Dr Silvia Bino
Prof Alex Leventhal
Dr Andrej Marusic -- post mortem
Ms Frosina Georgievska

Individuals Honored on Personal Merit

Council of Europe
Council of Europe Development Bank
EHF Gastein
EuroHealthNet
International Organization for 
Migration
Regional Cooperation Council
Slovenia
Switzerland
WHO Regional Office for Europe

Partners Honored 
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Health Promoting Hospitals
The International Network of Health Promoting Hospitals & Health Services 
(HPH) noted that HPH is pleased to embark on the coming collaboration with the 
SEEHN and to be of service in relation to the great role and responsibility that 
hospitals and health services have to play now and in future. The HPH began in 
the 1980s as a WHO Europe pilot project, but now consists of more than 850 
hospitals and health services worldwide as a fully established legal entity (with a 
MoU connecting it closely to WHO). HPH is experiencing rapid growth 
internationally, and in SEE HPH already has members in Bulgaria, Serbia, Israel. 
HPH is also looking forward to supporting further memberships in the region.

The SEEHN and HPH collaboration will hopefully prove very beneficial to the 
health gain of patients, staff and communities in the SEE area in future. The areas 
of possible synergy and cooperation are plentiful. Especially hospitals and health 
services, by integration of health promotion in all treatment and structures, are a 
crucial part of improving individual health on short term and public health on long 
term.  SEEHN and HPH are thus complimentary in scope and aim, and can benefit 
form a strategic collaborations.

5

A Partner's Profile

Prof Hanne Tonnesen
WHO Collaborating Centre 
Bispebjerg University Hospital

Dear National Health Coordinators,
 
It is with great pleasure and honour that we would like to express our most sincere gratitude, 
appreciation and recognition of your personal participation, involvement and contribution to the 
exceptional success of this historic high political gathering for public health in the SEE region.
 
It was not easy, we all had our challenges but the positive and constructive spirit prevailed, you 
were finding solutions and as a result it ended up with a success that went beyond anyone’s 
expectations. 
 
WE are convinced that you, the legitimate members of the SEE Health Network (SEEHN), the 
institution empowered by the Governments of the SEEHN Member States to carry on  the 
regional cooperation for public health,  will take all appropriate actions and measures to implement 
legal decisions so far and will follow-up to the policy commitments of the Banja Luka Pledge.
 
We would like to assure you of our continuous support to the process.
 
Looking forward to our extended collaboration,
 
With kind regards,
 

Message from Dr Maria Ruseva, 
SEEHN Secretariat, WHO Regional Office for Europe

Dr Maria Ruseva
SEEHN Secretariat
WHO/Europe

A Partner's Profile

A Partner's Profile

EuroHealthNet
EuroHealthNet is a not-for-profit network of regional and national 
agencies responsible and accountable for health promotion, public 
health and disease prevention in Europe. 

The aim of EuroHealthNet is to improve the health of European 
citizens by striving for a healthier Europe with greater health equity 
between and within countries. They do that by supporting projects and 
policy development together with our members and the EU institutions; 
by exchanging information and by communication in and beyond our 
network. 

EuroHealthNet has 33 member 
or partner agencies in 26 
European countries, thereby 
constituting a valuable 
platform for information, 
advice, policy and advocacy on 
health and equity issues at EU 
level.   

Originating from the EU 
network of health promotion 
agencies, EuroHealthNet has 
prioritised promoting health 
equity and tackling health 
inequalities across all EU 
policies. Its team is based at 
Rue de la Loi 67 in central 
Brussels. www.eurohealthnet.eu

Mr Clive Needle
Director
EuroHealthNet

EUROPEAN HEALTH 
FORUM GASTEIN

The EUROPEAN HEALTH FORUM 
GASTEIN (EHFG) was founded in 1998 
as a European health policy conference 
with the aim of providing a platform for 
discussion for the various stakeholders in 
the field of public health and health care. 
Since then the EHFG has developed into 
a key annual event, bringing together, 
politicians, senior decision-makers, 
representatives of interest groups, and 
experts coming from government and 
administration, business and industry, 
civil society and science and academia. 
These four groups of stakeholders with 
their perspectives constitute the four 
pillars of the EHFG.

The EHFG further considers the vertical organisation of societies 
and the EU by integrating regional, national, European and 
international levels and thus facilitating the exchange of views 
and experience amongst key actors and experts from the 27 EU 
members and the EEA countries, but also from the rest of the 52 
countries of the WHO European region.Launched with major 
financial support from the European Commission, subsequent 
events have grown with the continued and extended co-operation 
of Commission services. In that regard the Forum can be 
considered as a pilot project and benchmark for any Commission 
civil society consultation process.

Prof. Günther Leiner
EHFG President



South-eastern Europe Health Network Newsletter

Members:
Albania

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Bulgaria
Croatia
Israel

Republic of Moldova
Montenegro

Romania
Serbia

The Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia

Donors and Neighbours:
Belgium
France
Greece

Hungary
Italy

Norway
Slovenia
Sweden

Switzerland
United Kingdom

Organizations:
Council of Europe
Council of Europe
Development Bank

WHO Regional Office
for Europe

26th meeting of SEE Health Network, Banja Luka, October 2011

Meetings
SEEHN 21st meeting, Bucharest, June 2009
SEEHN 22nd meeting, Belgrade, November 2009
SEEHN 23rd meeting, Ohrid, June 2010
SEEHN 24th meeting, Tirana, November 2010
SEEHN 25th meeting, Sofia, June 2011
SEEHN 26th meeting, Banja Luka, October 2011 

SEEHN Representation
Presidency: BiH (Jul-Dec 2011)

Executive Committee:
Ms Snezana Cicevalieva, Chair
Dr Elizabet Paunovic, SRB
Dr Goran Cerkez, BiH
Dr Alexandre Berlin, Intl
Dr Athanassios Constantopoulos, Intl

National Health Coordinators:
ALB - Dr Klodian Rjepaj
BiH - Dr Goran Cerkez
        Dr Milan Latinovic
BUL - Ms Desislava Dimitrova
CRO - Dr Marina Kuzman
MNE - Ms Mirjana Djuranovic
MDA - Dr Viorel Soltan
ROM - Dr Adriana Galan
SRB - Dr Elizabet Paunovic
MKD - Ms Snezana Cicevalieva

Secretariat:
Dr Maria Haralanova, WHO/Europe
Dr Piotr Mierzewski, CoE
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SEEHN - Major political documents
Banja Luka Pledge, 2011
Cornerstone agreement for health in all policies in SEE.

Host Country Agreement, 2010.
The first legally binding agreement on the Seat of the Secretariat of the SEE Health 
Network.

Memorandum of Understanding, 2009
Legally binding document signed by the governments of nine countries, 
establishing the institutional mechanisms for sustaining the regional cooperation on 
health development.

Skopje Pledge, 2005
Cornerstone agreement on cross-border health development in south-eastern 
Europe.

Dubrovnik Pledge, 2001 
Agreement among countries on meeting the health needs of vulnerable populations 
in south-eastern Europe.

This issue was prepared by SEE Health Network Secretariat in cooperation with the Ministries of Health of 
Republic of Macedonia, the Regional Cooperation Council, WHO Regional Office for Europe, Council of 
Europe, and the SEEHN Executive Committee. 

Please address your comments, suggestions and requests via email to seehnsec@gmail.com. We would like 
to hear from you with comments or suggestions on this issue. We also welcome suggestions or 
contributions for the next issue. 

The SEEHN Secretariat welcomes requests for permission to reproduce or translate its publications, in part 
or in full. You can also find copies of this document as well as many news and summaries on the SEE on our 
page at: seehnsec.blogspot.com.




